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SB 2404 in its original version and as SD 1 is intended to include in HRS 183-41 a
prohibition against the use of beaches in the Haena area of Kauai for the pickup and
discharge of participants in commercial motorized-boat tours along the Na Pali coast.
This statement on the bill does not reflect an institutional position of the University of
Hawaii.
We assume that this hearing concerns SB 2404, SD 1 although the revised draft
number is not indicated in the hearing notice. An Environmental Center statement on the
original version of the bill (with typographical corrections) is attached to this statement.
The report on the bill by the Senate Committee on Economic Development (Stdg.
Comm. Rpt. 466) calls attention to the user conflict that led to the introduction of the
bill and suggests that the intent of revision of the bill was to qUalify the prohibition so
that it would apply only if there were boat landing sites other than those in the Haena
area (Kee Beach to Kepuhi Point) at which the participants in the tours might
conveniently be picked up and discharged. As provided in SD 1, however, the prohibition
would apply "if there is any boat landing site outside of the area from Kee Beach to
Kepuhi Point", not just a site convenient from the standpoint of Na Pali tour boat
operators. There are of course, thousands of boat landing sites in the world, dozens in
Hawaii, and quite a few on Kauai that can be used in most weather. Furthermore, as was
recognized in the Senate Committee hearing, boat tours along the Na Pali coast operate
out of Hanalei as well as out of beaches at Haena. Hence the qualification quoted above
is of no effect Whatever and should be deleted.
The Committee report also indicates the intent of establishing a deferred effective
date for the prohition. The date of June 1, 1987 established in SD 1 would give the tour
boat operator now using the beach at Haena a chance to switch to Hanalei.
We call attention to the comments in the last two paragraphs of our statement on
the original bill concerning revisions that would improve SB 1 as well.
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